
PHONEMIC SYSTEM

The vowel phonemes of the dialects under consideration are: 1. a, 2. i,

3. u, plus 4. a phoneme of vocalic length which is realized in print as a

doubling of the vowel. Thus the four vowel phonemes are realized in six

possible ways, as: 1. a, 2. i, 3. u, 4. aa, 5. ii, and 6. uu. Consonant

phonemes are: j, k, 1, 1, m, n, ng, p, q, r, rag, s, t, and v. The symbol

"1" is an unvoiced 1, phonemic only in North Baffin and not found in

Cumberland Peninsula.

In the orthography used herein, I have used the additional symbols "d" and

"g" as necessary to represent accurately the sounds a non-Eskimo-speaking

learner will hear in the dialectal areas under consideration; "d" is a

voiced variant of "t", "g" a voiced variant of "k", both occuring in consonant

clusters with "1".

It is a phonemic rule of the Eskimo dialects in question that no more than

two vowels may occur in succession. There are very rare exceptions to this

rule

.

ORTHOGRAPHY

The orthographic system used in this study is, generally, the adaptation

of Eskimo Standard Orthography (a Roman orthography devised by R. C. Gagne)

developed and used by S. T. Mallon in Eskimo-language teaching at the



Rankin Inlet Eskimo Language School.

Different considerations were responsible for the development of these

systems, and varying degrees of confusion surround most beginning students'

conceptions of them. Basically the difference between the two systems is the

treatment accorded to consonantal clusters. In Gagne's standard orthography,

certain dialectal differences in pronunciation are "lumped together" as

consonantal geminate clusters, to allow for the preparation of written Eskimo-

language material to serve over a broad multi-dialectical geographical area.

MaiIon's teaching orthography reverses this, and breaks up the geminate

clusters into the many ways in which they are pronounced. Thus, we have the

word for "white man" (or, more correctly, "non-native person"):

qadlunaaq - Baffin dialects (Teaching Orthography)

qablunaaq - Keewatin dialects {Teaching Orthography)

qallunaaq - Standard Orthography, both dialects.

There is no essential disagreement between these two systems, provided that

one understands the purpose behind each; the Standard Orthography is meant to

be just that - a standard orthography for use by Canadian Eskimos ; the

Teaching Orthography is designed as an orthography for use in teaching the

Eskimo language, as a second language, to non-native speakers, or would-be

speakers, of the language - it is a tool for language acquisition and mastery.
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